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relief from the torment of chaos. The universal exclama-
tion was; "We can live like this no longer. The present
insane regime must be done away with." To accomplish
this purpose, leaders and fighters, both of thought and deed,
arose from every class of the people, and not a handful, but
thousands and thousands. While it is true that they were
after all only a small minority, nevertheless their might was
irresistible, for almost everybody sympathized with them
and longed for their success.
The city of St. Petersburg, the intellectual capital of the
country, with its large industrial population was, naturally
enough, one of the chief storm centres of the revolution:
It was there that the council (Soviet) of Workmen's Depu-
ties came into being.   The idea of setting up this institution
was born in the early days of October, and the press began
to agitate for it among the working population of the cap-
ital   On October I3th, the first session of the Soviet took
place in the Technological Institute-   At this session an ap-
peal was issued to the workmen of the capital, urging them
to strike and to formulate extreme political demands*  The
second session took place in the same building the following
day.  At this session a certain Nosar, a Jew and an assistant
attorney-at-law, was elected president of the Soviet.  Nosar,
for purposes of propaganda, worked as a weaver at Ches-
her's factory and was known there under the name of
Khrustalev.   The working population of St. Petersburg, al-
most in its entirety, carried out the decision of the Soviet
with complete submission.   On October I5th, the Soviet met
again in the same building, this session being attended by
several professors and a few members of other liberal pro-
fessions, who took an active part in the discussions.   The
next day, in consequence of the publication of new rulings
concerning public meetings, the school and university build-
ings were closed down.   For this reason the Soviet could not
meet that day.   On October I7th, the Soviet held a session